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latitude of his house correct to a degree on any clear night with
the aid of a plumb line, a blackboard protractor, and a couple of
screws with eyes, most children take latitude, like the Copernican
hypothesis, as an act of religious faith, and curiously enough,
if they are Protestants, think it odd that Catholics refused to
accept it in the same spirit.

The infusion of a little elementary astronomy into the teaching
of geography wcftild raise one of the dullest school subjects to
the dignity of a rational discipline, and, incidentally, revolu-
tionize the teaching of elementary mathematics by providing
illustrative materials of the class of problems which the more
elementary branches of mathematics were designed to deal with.
The new departments of geography in the universities could
make a welcome and fundamental contribution to the equipment
of a social personnel competent to advance the cultural claims
of science, if they made a course in the methods and history of
cosmography and calendrical practice compulsory for their
students and optional for students in natural sciences. Professor
E. G. R. Taylor of Birkbeck College is to be congratulated on
her initiative in this matter.

Another welcome innovation has taken place at University
College, where Professor Wolf has offered a course on the
history of science and technology for students of education. In
his recently published book on science in the seventeenth century1
Professor Wolf has broken away from the biographical and obitu-
ary school of writers who are responsible for so much justifiable
prejudice against the history of science, and has given us the first
comprehensive British work in which the history of science and
its application are dealt with in the same social context. Courses
of this kind in the Departments of Education of our Universities
and in our training colleges could provide a focus for collabora-
tion between the historian and the man of science. At present
there is no common meeting-place. Without one it is impossible
to lay the foundations of a genuine scientific humanism. Recently

1 A History of Science, Technology, and Philosophy in the Sixteenth and Seven-
teenth Centuries (London: George Allen & Unwin).